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his parents. After completing the study of Vedas he
renounced worldly life at the early age of 12 with the
permission of his mother and travelled northwards in
search of a Guru, On the banks of the Narmada he came
into contact with Govindapada and became his
disciple. It is said that he went later to Badrinath in the
Himalayas with his Guru Govindapada to meet Gau-
iapada who was the Guru of Govindapada.

It is also said that Sankara spent four years with
Saudapada to write commentaries on the Brahma
Sutras, the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita to
istablih the Advaita Siddhanta. He has also composed
.53 works out of which Atmabodha, Soimdarya-
ahari, Upadesasahasri, Viveka Chudamam, are
ome of the important ones. He has written a commen"
ary on Vishnu Sahasranamam enjoying to the full
he auspicious qualities of Bhagavan Vishnu. He has
dvised his followers to worship Siva, Soorya, Sakti
^rvati), Vishnu, Vinayaka and Kumara because he
new that Nirguna Brahman cannot be worshipped.
JS philosophical poem Baja Govmdam is in praise of
ord Krishna. Among the thousand names of Hari he
as most attracted by the name ofGovinda because it
as the name of his Guru also.

Sankara held discussion with the BuddhistandJain
holars and won them over to Hinduism. He had used
e theory ofMayavada (super-imposition) to explain
s Siddhanta Advaita. He travelled on foot from
ishmirto CapeComorin and from Dwaraka to Assam.
Sankara established Mutts at Sringeri in Karna-
ka, at Puri in Orissa, at Dwaraka in Gujarat, at
idrinath in Uttar Pradesh and at Kanchi in
milnad. He preached about the superiority ofJnana
irga over Karma Marga. He attained Mukti at the
-ly age of 32.